
 
Inaugural Meeting of the Conference of Regional and Local Authorities for the 

Eastern Partnership (CORLEAP), Poznan, 8 September 2011 
 
Recommendations to the Heads of State and Government gathering in Warsaw on 29-

30 September 2011 for the 2nd EaP Summit 
 
 

The Eastern Partnership (EaP) reflects the idea of bringing the Eastern Neighbouring 
Countries closer to the European Union. Since the Prague Summit, significant progress has 
been made and we firmly believe that cooperation between local and regional authorities – the 
level of governance operating closest to the citizens – can contribute substantially to this 
initiative. 

 
We, the representatives of local and regional authorities of the EU and the Eastern Partnership 
countries who gathered for the first Conference of Regional and Local Authorities for the 
Eastern Partnership (CORLEAP): 

 
Considering that: 

 
- adherence to European universal values, a common identity, respect for human rights and 
the rule of law and development of local democracy are inextricably linked and must be 
ensured by all levels of governance; 
 
- closer involvement of local and regional authorities in the shaping of both national and 
European policies requires efficient, democratic multi-level governance mechanisms; and the 
need for continuous decentralisation as a priority for national governments to foster European 
integration; 
 
- the challenge of involving citizens in the dialogue between the EU and the partner countries 
demands concrete actions at all levels of governance; regional and local authorities can play a 
crucial role in this dialogue; 
 
- cross-border cooperation at local and regional level is an opportunity to foster partnerships 
across borders for the cooperative resolution of shared concerns; 

 
1. call for strengthening of local democracy and would point to the European Charter of Local 
Self-Government and to the Reference Framework for Regional Democracy endorsed by the 
governments of the member states of the Council of Europe1 for achieving that objective; and 
appeal to the National Governments to develop the dialogue with the National Associations of 
Local and Regional Authorities and to involve them in the national decision making 
processes, including the negotiation of international programs;    
 

                                                 
1 Decision of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe of 17 April 2011  



2. emphasise the usefulness of the regional and local contribution to the Eastern Partnership 
initiative, and confirm our full support for strengthening territorial cooperation between local 
and regional authorities from partner countries and from the EU;  
 
3. call for the local and regional dimension of the Eastern Partnership to be better defined in 
the work of the EaP's platforms and throughout its bilateral tracks, and emphasise that, whilst 
some EU funding programmes and bilateral Action Plans developed in the Council of Europe 
address the specific needs of local and regional actors in the partner countries, there is limited 
evidence of the regional and local dimension in the policy area as a whole within the EaP; 
 
4. Call for the creation of direct access to adequate financial instruments (funds) for local and 
regional authorities from EAP countries (or Eastern Neighbouring Countries); asks for 
sufficient funding for CORLEAP to fulfil its role;  
 
5. request that association agreements with the EaP countries contain a specific section on the 
role of local and regional government in the relevant partner country, detailing the ways in 
which the partner country intends to strengthen local and regional government and the support 
the EU will provide to this end; 
 
6. advocate revision of the Regulation on the European Grouping of Territorial Cooperation 
(EGTC), which would facilitate cross-border cooperation between local and regional 
authorities of the EU and the Eastern Partnership countries and promote the advantages of the 
Third Protocol to the Madrid Framework Convention on crossborder co-operation; 
 
7. call for the implementation of targeted projects in the countries concerned in the framework 
of bilateral agreements between the partner countries and the European Union, for 
strengthening local democracy and governance, human rights at local and regional level and 
citizens' participation avoiding overlap and duplication with existing co-operation activities of 
the Council of Europe and the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities in these countries 
co-funded by the EU; 
 
8. firmly believe that twinning and TAIEX programmes, which have been widely deployed by 
the EU to bring partner countries closer to the EU, are good examples of practical and focused 
instruments and must be rolled out further to local and regional governments in the relevant 
countries; 
 
9. intend to make CORLEAP a network for multilateral cooperation between regional and 
local authorities from the EU and Eastern Partnership countries, and for representing EaP 
regional and local authorities and promotes the request of CoR for its permanent 
representation in all the four thematic platforms of EaP in order to channel directly 
CORLEAP’s views and recommendations into the Eastern Partnership decision making 
process; 
 
10. intend to act as a communication channel between local and regional authorities in EU 
and the Eastern Partnership countries, with the aim of engaging more local and regional 
authorities, enhancing dialogue between them and fostering democracy; 



  
11. commit ourselves to drawing up an action plan for future work, and developing exchange 
of good practices and further disseminating information regarding projects and work 
undertaken by local and regional authorities; 

12. invite the associations and local and regional authorities as involved in CORLEAP to 
work together to hold regular thematic meetings to stimulate cooperation between cities and 
regions, as well as to launch exchanges of best practices and know-how and propose projects 
which will promote cooperation, stability and prosperity in the EaP region, stressing the role 

of the Committee of the Regions in this endeavour and in the EaP platforms;  

13. Recommends to use the EaP to familiarize the Eastern Neighbouring Countries with the 
„Europe 2020“ strategy and proposes an exchange of views to find answers to sustainable 

economic growth involving the local and regional level; 

14. submit these recommendations to the EaP Heads of State and Government, the President 
of the European Council, the Presidency of the Council of the EU, the President of the 
European Commission, the Co-presidency of EuroNest, the High Representative of the Union 
for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, the Presidency of the Committee of Ministers of the 

Council of Europe, the Congress of the Council of Europe and the Civil Society Forum. 
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